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We’re 30!

T

he source of Phoenix’s strength, success and
longevity is our people; as we celebrate our
thirtieth anniversary, we pay tribute to our
diverse and dedicated workforce.
■■

With a business that extends to the four corners of
the earth, it’s not surprising that we reﬂect a diversity of origins, languages and interests.
Although most of us are now Canadian citizens,
our birthplaces are Ukraine, France, China, Malaysia,
Trinidad, Japan, Eritrea, Hungary, Panama, Iran,
England, Kazakhstan and Bolivia. Some of us
were born in Canada, in provinces from Prince
Edward Island to British Columbia, bringing our
own regional differences to the ofﬁce’s multicultural mix.

The Phoenix Team
(Some employees, away on business, are missing from the photo.)

In our ofﬁce hallways you can hear Ukrainian, Russian,
More than one staffer dons a chef’s hat and apron and turns
Amharic, French, Chinese (at least three dialects), Japanese,
out gourmet meals, pastries and treats. (No winemakers yet
Malay, Tigrigna, Hungarian, German, Spanish, Persian and, of
– we’ll have to work on that.)
course, English. Many of us are bilingual,
There are two ham-radio operators in our
and a few of us are ﬂuent in three and
■■
group, one of whom competes regularly in
four languages.
Our
people
are
our
strength
(and often wins) worldwide contests.
While we are dedicated to geophysics,
■■
We make music by playing the piano, ﬂute,
we have many outside interests, too. Many
guitar and violin (modern and Baroque)
of us enjoy physical activities including
as
well
as
(trying)
to
sing karaoke. For good measure (pun
(take a deep breath!): running, tennis and swimming; crossintended), we have a composer tossed into the mix.
country, alpine and water-skiing; snowboarding, windsurfing and volleyball; bowling, soccer and scuba diving; ﬁshing,
hiking and snow-shoeing; mountain-climbing, fencing and
working out in gyms.
We also take part in more intellectual pursuits; we read,
program computers, play duplicate bridge and chess; we visit
the cinema, theatre, museums and art galleries. One of our
vice-presidents founded two Japanese Language and Culture
schools in Toronto that have ﬂourished for 30 years.
Several shutter-bugs supply dramatic photographs for the
newsletter and Web site, set up photo Web sites, and contribute
to on-line stock photography collections.

Travel: we love it, we hate it, it’s a big part of our lives.
Some of us have visited more than 100 countries, one has
logged over 3,500 hours of ﬂying time; a few employees spend
nearly half their time outside Canada.
We own the usual pets, dogs and cats, but one employee
hopes to raise llamas and alpacas someday – when he’s not
tending his antique car collection. Speaking of pets, among us
we’ve raised several wonderful sons and daughters, many of
whom work for Phoenix during school holidays.
We celebrate our diversity – nationalities, languages, sports,
hobbies, imaginations! ■

President’s Message

T

ON THE ROAD

China
hirty years is a signiﬁcant milestone
for any company, especially so for a

geophysical company linked to the ﬂuctuating prices of metals and hydrocarbons. The
longevity of Phoenix owes much to the
hard work and dedication of our employees
(many with 20-25 years service), as well
as the support of suppliers and colleagues.
Thank you all.
As we enter our 31st year, metals and
hydrocarbons are in strong demand, as are
our products and services. The future looks
bright.
■■

The Phoenix News, now in its 11th year,
continues to evolve. From mailing a few
hundred black and white copies in 1994, we
moved to full colour in 2003, distributing a
few thousand copies and being read on-line.
Our graphic designer, Richard Peachey,

Phoenix geophysicist Wang Fei
visited the northeastern Chinese
province of Xinjiang in late December for acceptance testing of the
V8 SIP/CSAMT system delivered
to the Xinjiang Geophysical and
Geochemical Prospecting Team. The
tests were done in the Tien Shan
mountains, approximately 300km
from the city of Urumqi. The crew
was bundled up against the extreme cold as you can see in Wang Fei’s picture.

Japan
Phoenix engineer Gerry Graham
and Mr. Koichi Yokoi of Nittetsu
Mining Consultants, Tokyo, serviced
the Sawauchi automated remote
reference site in northern Honshu.
The snow was so deep the men required snowshoes to reach the site.

has wanted to redesign The Phoenix for
the entire nine years he has worked for us.
For a fresh start to our fourth decade, we
gave him the go-ahead. We hope you enjoy
our new look with its bolder headlines and
easier to read typeface. Thank you, Richard.
■■

A special thank you, too, to Stuart Rogers,
our technical writer, for gathering information about his colleagues and writing our
front page.

~ Leo Fox

COMING UP
■ We

will exhibit in Madrid, Spain, June
13-16, at the 67th EAGE Conference and
Exhibition, this year held in conjunction
with The Society of Petroleum Engineers
conference. See www.eage.nl for more
information

■

■

Kenya
The Kenya Electricity Generating Corp. (KenGen) purchased Phoenix MT equipment in late 2003 (see Issues 30 and 31). KenGen has used the equipment extensively at ﬁve different geothermal areas in the East African Rift Valley.
In summer 2004 KenGen, in cooperation with scientists from with two
American universities (Duke and North Carolina/Chapel Hill), conducted MT/
micro-earthquake surveys at the Kraﬂa Geothermal Field in Iceland. The work
was performed to study the fracture system that controls productivity of the steam wells.
The Kraﬂa study results will
be used to reduce drilling risk at
geothermal ﬁelds in Kenya. At
right, KenGen crew members at
Olkaria-Domes, Kenya: Dr. Nicholas Mariita, Charles Ogada, Tom
Mboya, Kiratu and Tsar.

St. Petersburg, Russia, April: the 3rd
International Seminar on Research and
Applied Geophysics
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Moscow, Russia, May: the 5th annual
workshop and ﬁeld camp
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Please contact our ofﬁce for more information
about the St. Petersburg and Moscow events.
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